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“My Papa’s Waltz” & 

“Woman and Child”  

section from the  

Poetry Unit 

 

Accompanying activity 

sheets from the  

Resource Book 
 

(Note: The Fiction Unit includes an Independent Practice for 

each section. Due to the nature of Drama, Novel, and Poetry 

sections, however, these Units do not include Independent 

Practices for each section.)  











“My Papa’s Waltz” & “Woman and Child” 
 

81 

 
 
A simile is an imaginative comparison, and it uses the words “like” or “as,” claiming 
one thing is like another.  
 
A metaphor is also an imaginative comparison between two things or concepts, but 
this type of figurative language does not use the words “like” or “as.” 
 
Record one simile and one metaphor from “Woman and Child.” Explain the two 
things that are being compared in both the simile and metaphor. Evaluate 
whether or not the comparisons are effective and explain your evaluation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Simile What two things are being compared? 

Analyzing Figurative Language: Extended Metaphor and Simile 

 

 

Metaphor What two things are being compared? 

Is this comparison effective? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is this comparison effective? Why or why not? 
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A metaphor is an imaginative comparison between two things or concepts. This type of 
figurative language claims one thing is another without using the words “like” or “as.” 
An extended metaphor is a metaphor that is present throughout an entire poem.  
 
Identify the extended metaphor in “My Papa’s Waltz.” In the appropriate boxes, 
record elements of the extended metaphor from each stanza. Write a paragraph 
that explains the significance of the extended metaphor, using what you included 
from each stanza as support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Stanza One 
 
 

Stanza Two 
 
 

Stanza Three 
 
 

Stanza Four 
 
 

What is the extended metaphor? 
 

 

What is the significance of the extended metaphor? 
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Mood refers to how the reader feels when reading a poem. Tone, however, refers to 
how the author feels about their topic of writing as evidenced in the work itself. Mood 
and tone work together because the author’s tone will influence the reader’s mood.  
 
Explain the tone of “Mother and Child” using excerpts from the poem as support. 
Explain how the poem’s tone influences its mood. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Element of Poetry: Mood and Tone 
 

What is the tone of “Woman and Child”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does the tone of “Woman and Child” influence its mood? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


